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DRINKING WATER PRESS RELEASE NOTICE 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT LEAD IN SOUTHAMPTON DRINKING WATER 

Recent drinking water quality monitoring conducted by the Southampton Water Department has found elevated levels of 

lead in drinking water in three homes in Southampton out of a routine sampling of twenty homes. The three homes were 

recently resampled and found to be below levels of concern for lead.  The initial and follow up sampling results are 

taken seriously by the Water Department, and additional sampling will occur to further assess the situation.  

Although a person’s primary sources of lead exposure are lead-based paint and lead contaminated dust or soil, the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency estimates that 10 to 20 percent of a person's potential exposure to lead may come 

from drinking water. 

Southampton officials are aware of concerns about elevated levels of lead because lead can cause serious health problems 

if too much enters your body from drinking water or other sources, especially for pregnant women and children 6 years and 

younger. It can cause damage to the brain and kidneys, and can interfere with the production of red blood cells that carry 

oxygen to all parts of your body. Scientists have linked the effects of lead on the brain with lowered IQ in children. Adults with 

kidney problems and high blood pressure can be affected by low levels of lead more than healthy adults. Lead is stored in the 

bones and it can be released later in life. During pregnancy, the child receives lead from the mother's bones, which may affect 

brain development. 

Southampton Water Department's water comes from the Town's Glendale Well which is lead-free and has not been found 

to be particularly corrosive to household plumbing over the fifty plus years that the Town has been using this water.  Any 

water, however, if left exposed to plumbing fixtures and piping long enough can pick up low levels of lead and copper 

from the household plumbing.  For this reason, whether using public water or private well water, we offer the following 

steps you can take to reduce your exposure to lead in your water: 

1. Run your water to flush out lead. Run water for 15-30 seconds to flush lead from interior plumbing or until 

it becomes cold or reaches a steady temperature before using it for drinking or cooking, if it hasn't been used 

for several hours 

2. Use cold water for cooking and preparing baby formula. 

3. Do not boil water to remove lead. Boiling water will not reduce lead. 

4. Test your home for lead:  The only way to determine the level of lead in drinking water at your home is to have the water 

tested by a state certified laboratory.  The cost to test is usually between $10 and $50.  A list of labs is available on-line at 

http://public.dep.state.ma.us/Labcert/Labcert.aspx  or you can call us at 413-527-3666 or MassDEP at 978-682-5237 or e-mail 

Labcert@state.ma.us.     

5. Get your child's blood tested. Contact your local health department at 413-529-1003, or healthcare provider to 

find out how you can get your child tested for lead if you are concerned about lead exposure. 

6. Identify and replace plumbing fixtures containing lead.  A list of plumbing fixtures can be found on the NSF 

61 list of low lead fixtures.  Check your fixtures against the NSF 61 listing at http://www.nsf.org/consumer-

resources/what-is-nsf-certification/faucets-plumbing-certification/selecting-faucets. 

7. The Southampton Water Department has not installed lead service lines to its water customers; however 

internal plumbing in older homes should be checked for lead pipes. 

There are several actions that the Southampton Water Department is taking to address the lead in drinking water 

concern.  We have initiated follow-up sampling for lead and more frequent routine monitoring for lead; as well as 

specific site evaluations. 

For more information on reducing lead exposure around your home/building and the health effects of lead, visit 

EPA's Web site at www.epa.gov/lead or contact your health care provider. 
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